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never tries to be funny about Russia, is never sarcastic
about Russia. Russia is the apple of his eye and his
political Benjamin, his intense interest in the Soviet way
of life feeding and thriving on his disgust with the Western
or capitalistic way of life. His self-appointed mission being
to belabour the latter until its practitioners are brought to
conviction of sin, it was natural that Shaw should seize on
post-1917 non-capitalistic Russia as a stick to hit with.
For this reason all his references to Russia are as serious as
his belabouring business; that is, very serious indeed. He
does not fool around or toy with his stoutest stick, but
plies it.
Secondly, the date, like the context, of Shaw's statement
is immaterial (it occurs in the preface to Too True to be
Good and was written in 1931). Shaw cannot claim that
what was true of the Red Army in 1931 was no longer true
in 1945, when that army offered itself for the worlds'
inspection. Even English soldiers who knew in 1931
how to read and write and how to tell the time and wind
a watch intelligently, had not forgotten how to do these
things in 1945, uncultured as they were. Yet most Red
Army soldiers on view in 1945 could do none of these
things.
True, most of the 1931 Red Army was destroyed by the
Germans.' But in all armies tradition and routine persist
An army's spirit carries on, old soldiers never die, and with
a little training and discipline the new soldier soon takes on
the likeness and the outlook of the old. Iron Communist
discipline alone would have ensured that what culture there
was in the Red Army in 1931 would still be there, however
frayed, in 1945, Indeed it would be more in evidence
than before, judging by other armies, all of whom pro-
gressed and developed in this way and that between 1931
and 1945, despite casualties and the other harassments of
war. Even the 'Contemptible* British Army progressed.
It was democratized (for good or ill); its soldiers, no longer
cannon fodder, became highly trained experts in the art of
handling war's increasingly complex killing apparatus;
while such devices as the CXC.TJJ. and A.B,C.A, were
instituted to stimulate the soldier's mind and fit him